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TTeexxaass::  SSiinnccee  tthhee  11993300ss,,  tthhee  TTeexxaass  RRaaiillrrooaadd  

CCoommmmiissssiioonn  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aa  lleeaaddeerr  iinn  tthhee  rreegguullaattiioonn  ooff  

ooiill  aanndd  ggaass..    

OOkkllaahhoommaa::  TThhee  OOkkllaahhoommaa  CCoorrppoorraattiioonn  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  

bbeeggaann  rreegguullaattiinngg  ooiill  aanndd  ggaass  iinn  11991144..  

CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa::  TThhee  ffiirrsstt  ooiill  wwaass  pprroodduucceedd  hheerree  iinn  tthhee  

11886600ss..  AAss  tthhee  iinndduussttrryy  eexxppaannddeedd,,  ssoo  ddiidd  tthhee  

rreegguullaattiioonnss  nneecceessssaarryy  ttoo  pprrootteecctt  tthhee  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt..    

PPeennnnssyyllvvaanniiaa::  EEaarrllyy  rreegguullaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ooiill  aanndd  ggaass  

iinndduussttrryy  ddaatteess  bbaacckk  ttoo  tthhee  llaattee  11888800ss..  

NNeeww  YYoorrkk::  SSttaattee  eeffffoorrttss  ttoo  rreegguullaattee  ooiill,,  ggaass,,  aanndd  

mmiinniinngg  iinndduussttrriieess  bbeeggaann  iinn  tthhee  llaattee  11880000ss..    

UUttaahh::  TThhee  ssttaattee’’ss  OOiill  aanndd  GGaass  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  

CCoommmmiissssiioonn  wwaass  eessttaabblliisshheedd  iinn  11995555..  

AArrkkaannssaass::  TThhee  AArrkkaannssaass  OOiill  aanndd  GGaass  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  

hhaass  bbeeeenn  rreegguullaattiinngg  tthhee  ooiill  aanndd  ggaass  iinndduussttrryy  ssiinnccee  

11993399..  

OOhhiioo::  TThhee  DDiivviissiioonn  ooff  MMiinneerraall  RReessoouurrcceess  

MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  wwaass  ccrreeaatteedd  iinn  11996655..  

  

IInnvveessttiinngg  IInn  tthhee  SSaaffeettyy  aanndd  SSeeccuurriittyy  ooff  OOuurr  

CCoommmmuunniittiieess  

••  American  energy  producers  have  spent  nearly  

$175  billion  on  environmental  considerations  

since  1990.  

American energy producers have spent nearly

$175 billion on environmental considerations

since 1990.

••  Over  the  past  decade,  those  costs  averaged  out  

to  more  than  $9  billion  per  year,  an  80  percent  

increase  between  1990  and  2007  

Over the past decade, those costs averaged out

to more than $9 billion per year, an 80 percent

increase between 1990 and 2007

••  The  environmental  expenditures  of  the  

production  sector  alone  have  amounted  to  more  

than  $31  billion  over  this  same  time  period,  

averaging  nearly  $1.9  billion  per  year  for  last  

decade  --  an  increase  of  over  100  percent  since  

1990  

The environmental expenditures of the

production sector alone have amounted to more

than $31 billion over this same time period,

averaging nearly $1.9 billion per year for last

decade -- an increase of over 100 percent since

1990

••  Based  on  data  compiled  by  the  U.S.  Coast  

Guard,  the  volume  of  oil  spilled  in  U.S.  waters  

declined  by  59  percent  between  2001  and  2005  

Based on data compiled by the U.S. Coast

Guard, the volume of oil spilled in U.S. waters

declined by 59 percent between 2001 and 2005

••  Similarly,  the  number  of  spills  over  this  same  

time  period  decreased  by  60  percent  

Similarly, the number of spills over this same

time period decreased by 60 percent

  

NNeeww  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  HHaass  EEnnaabblleedd  UUss  ttoo  

PPrroodduuccee  MMoorree  FFrroomm  LLeessss  

••  Drill  fewer  wells  to  add  the  same  reservesDrill fewer wells to add the same reserves.  

Today,  the  U.S.  industry  adds  two  times  as  

much  oil  and  gas  to  the  nation’s  reserve  base  

per  well  than  in  the  1980s.  

.

Today, the U.S. industry adds two times as

much oil and gas to the nation’s reserve base

per well than in the 1980s.

••  Generate  lower  drilling  waste  volumesGenerate lower drilling waste volumes.  Today,  

the  same  level  of  reserve  additions  is  achieved  

with  35  percent  of  the  generated  waste.  

. Today,

the same level of reserve additions is achieved

with 35 percent of the generated waste.

••  Leave  smaller  footprints  and  less  surface  Leave smaller footprints and less surface

disturbancedisturbance.  The  average  well  site  footprint  

today  is  30  percent  of  the  size  it  was  in  1970  

. The average well site footprint

today is 30 percent of the size it was in 1970

••  Reduce  air  pollutionReduce air pollution.  Greater  efficiency  and  

improved  technologies  in  development  and  

production  means  less  energy  is  needed  at  the  

wellsite  

. Greater efficiency and

improved technologies in development and

production means less energy is needed at the

wellsite

  

  

A LONG HISTORY OF EFFECTIVE, STATE-
BASED REGULATION 


