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The Interstate O1 and Gas Compact Commission IOGCC) has completed a survey
of o1l and natural gas producing states that provides an understanding of hydraulic
fractuting and its role in the completion of oil and natural gas wells in the United
States. The sutvey results are presented in the attached table.

Principal findings of this survey reveal that the technique has been in widespread,
common use for nearly 60 years — the technique gained its current widespread
populatity as a production technique in the 1940s. Approxmmately 35,000 wells are
hydraulically fractured annually in this country with close to one million wells having
been hydraulically fractured in the United States since the technique’s inception with
no documented harm to groundwater. Hydraulic fracturing has been regulated by the
states since its inception. A ptincipal focus of state oil and gas regulatoty programs is
on protecting ground and sutface water resources. The sutvey reveals hydraulic
fracturing of natural gas and oil wells is a process that 1s well understood and well
regulated by the petroleum producing states.

Hydraulic fracturing is used in many geological formations in order to make oil and
gas flow freely to the well bore. Williams and Meyers” Manual of Oil and Gas Terms
defines hydraulic fracturing as “a mechanical method of increasing the permeability of
trock, and thus increasing the amount of oil or [natural] gas produced from it. The
method employs hydraulic pressure to fracture the rock.” Under modern production
techniques, hydraulic fracturing fluid (primarily water and sand) is injected under
pressure into the rock through petforations in the well bore. The well is then allowed
to flow back the injected fluid, leaving the sand to prop open the fractures in the rock.
In a typical well, approximately eighty percent of the injected fluid 1s returned to the
sutface within a short period after fracturing, with an additional fifteen to twenty
percent recovered through production. The injected sand material is left in the rock
to create the pathway for the oil and/or natural gas to flow.

The TOGCC represents the governors of 37 states — 30 member and seven associate
states — that produce virtually all the domestic o1l and natural gas in the United States.
The TOGCC’s mission is to promote the conservation and efficient recovery of
domestic o1l and natural gas resources, while protecting health, safety and the
environment.
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