
Thank you for taking the time to contact me with your concerns about shale drilling in 
Pennsylvania. I appreciate hearing from all Pennsylvanians about the issues that matter most to 
them. 
 
When prices for natural gas and oil reached record highs in the summer of 2008, many called on 
the United States to increase its domestic energy production activities. Of the many sites across 
the country targeted for fossil fuel exploration, the Marcellus shale formation, which covers 34 
million acres of land extending from New York through much of Pennsylvania and into Kentucky, 
has emerged as a potentially significant source of natural gas. This is a valuable resource to our 
Nation and a major potential source revenue for the people of our state. 
 
In contrast to a traditional natural gas well, the gas in the Marcellus shale is located in tiny 
pockets in sedimentary rock. Recovering these resources requires a technique known as 
hydraulic fracturing or "fracking". This involves injecting tens of thousands of gallons of water 
mixed with sand and chemical additives deep into the rock under extremely high pressure. The 
pressure breaks open the rock releasing trapped natural gas, which is then captured. Fracking 
often occurs near underground sources of drinking water and involves the use of pollutants that 
may contaminate the water, such as salt, arsenic, and heavy metals. The protection of 
underground water sources is especially important to Pennsylvania because we have the second 
highest number of private wells for drinking water in the nation.  
 
My priority is to protect the health and safety of Pennsylvanians as we develop the Marcellus 
Shale. That is why I introduced legislation which would repeal an exemption to the Safe Drinking 
Water Act which permitted oil and gas companies to use hydraulic fracturing. In addition, the 
Fracturing Responsibility and Awareness of Chemicals (FRAC) Act requires that the chemicals 
and additives used in hydraulic fracturing be reported to Environmental Protection Agency or 
appropriate state agencies for public disclosure. The FRAC Act further requires that companies 
disclose detailed information about chemical usage to medical professionals in the event of a 
medical emergency. My staff is also working with the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection on these and other issues. 
 
I understand that many Pennsylvanian landowners have been approached by companies who 
would like to lease their land in order to drill into the Marcellus. While the federal government has 
no role to play in negotiations of this kind, I want to make sure that Pennsylvanians are aware of 
resources that can help them make the most informed decision possible about entering into a 
contract. For example, Pennsylvania State University Cooperative Extension Service has a 
number of publications that contain helpful information on this issue, including "Natural Gas 
Exploration: A Landowner's Guide to Leasing Land in Pennsylvania." This document can be 
found at the following web address: http://naturalgaslease.pbwiki.com/Publications.  
 
As always, I appreciate your views, thoughts, and concerns as they assist me in understanding 
what is important to the people of Pennsylvania. Please do not hesitate to contact me in the 
future about this or any other matter of importance to you. 
 
If you have access to the Internet, I encourage you to visit my web site, http://casey.senate.gov. I 
invite you to use this online office as a comprehensive resource to stay up-to-date on my work in 
Washington, request assistance from my office or share with me your thoughts on the issues that 
matter most to you and to Pennsylvania. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Bob Casey 
United States Senator 
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