
Repeal the Hydraulic Fracturing Exemption 
from the Safe Drinking Water Act 

From: The Honorable Diana DeGette 
Sent By: jamie.long@mail.house.gov 
Bill: H.R. 2766 
Date: 11/4/2009 
Dear Colleague: 
  
We would like to bring to your attention an editorial on hydraulic fracturing from yesterday’s 
edition of The New York Times: 
  
“Hydraulic fracturing has been implicated in a growing number of water pollution cases across 
the country. . . . The safety of the nation’s water supply should not have to rely on luck or the 
public relations talents of the oil and gas industry. . . . 
  
“[The FRAC Act] would close the loophole and restore the E.P.A.’s rightful authority to regulate 
hydraulic fracturing.  It would also require the oil and gas industry to disclose the chemicals they 
use. 
  
“The industry argues that the chemicals are proprietary secrets and that disclosing them would 
hurt their competitiveness.  It also argues that the process is basically safe and that regulating it 
would deter domestic production.  But if hydraulic fracturing is as safe as the industry says it is, 
why should it fear regulation?” 
  
As you read this article, please consider co-sponsoring the Fracturing Responsibility and 
Awareness of Chemicals (FRAC) Act (H.R. 2766).  Natural gas, the cleanest burning fossil fuel, 
plays an important role as we transition to a new energy future.  The United States is fortunate to 
have significant natural gas resources to help meet the need for cleaner energy.  Producing 
natural gas, however, should not come at the expense of public health. 
  
Hydraulic fracturing is a commonly used practice in natural gas drilling where tens of thousands 
of gallons of water, sand and chemicals are injected at high pressure into underground rock 
formations to blast them open and increase the efficiency of the wells.  “Fracking,” as it is 
known, often occurs near underground sources of drinking water.  However, a provision was 
added to the Energy Policy Act of 2005 exempting the procedure from the Safe Drinking Water 
Act (SDWA), one of our landmark environmental and public health laws. 
  
This is a major concern because fracking fluids are believed to contain highly toxic chemicals 
such as benzene, toluene, methanol and formaldehyde.  While the precise compounds used in 
fracking fluids are currently kept secret from the public, even low concentrations of such toxic 
chemicals can have adverse health and environmental consequences.  A number of cases have 
been reported around the country where residents and workers have become ill or groundwater 
was found to be contaminated after fracking operations began in their communities. 
  
Please join us in co-sponsoring this important legislation.  To become a co-sponsor, please 
contact Jamie Long in Congresswoman Diana DeGette’s office at 5-4431 or 
jamie.long@mail.house.gov. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Diana DeGette                                              Maurice Hinchey                                  Jared Polis 
Member of Congress                                    Member of Congress                           Member of 
Congress 
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