BELMONT COUNTY PORT AUTHORITY

101 Horth Markel Street

St. Clalrsville, Ghio 43950

[740) 695-4397
Fax 740) 232-1133
wuww.bcportautherity.com
January 5, 2016

Kurt Wadzinski

Planning and Environmental Coordinator, BLM Eastem States
Northeastemn States District Office

626 East Wisconsin Ave, Suite 200

Milwaukee, W} 53202

Re: Federal Mineral Leasing in the Wayne National Forest
Dear Mr. Wadzinski,

The Belmont County Port Authority's goal is to implement economic development initiatives that will strengthen and
diversify the economy by encouraging investment in business, industry, transportation, distribution and community
development projects. 1n shorl, our purpose is to support and enhance the economic environment in Belmont County
and o retain and recruit new companies to our region to promote a vibrant economy.

QOver the past few years, the oil and gas industry has completely changed our county, bringing new jobs, tax
revenues, and quite frankly, a sense of hope back to the community after years of economic stagnation. Our county
has produced some of the best cil and natural gas wells in the Appalachian Basin and has quickly been heralded as
the county to watch in 2016, as our proximity {o road, rail, and barge makes our county uniquely qualified to
experience a manufacturing rebirth. In addition, last year, the anncuncement was made that a multi-billion doliar
project may be coming to our county, in a new ethane cracker bringing with it hundreds of jobs. All of these things
would not be a reality without the ongoing development of oil and natural gas in our region.

Recently, a matter of great concern has been brought to our attention that impacts our neighboring counties and
overall region, as we understand there have been significant delays to leasing federal minerals located in the Wayne
National Forest. It is our understanding that despite the U.S. Forest Service already approving leasing in 2012, the
Bureau of Land Management and U.S. Forest Service are again reviewing requests to develop federal minerals
located under the Wayne National Forest. This is problematic as private acreage surround the Wayne has been
leased and those private leases are unable to be fully realized due to the inability of access to federally owned
parcels of land and subsurface mineral located under the forest.

While Belmont County would not be impacted by such things as the Payment in Lieu of Taxes from mineral royalties
in the forest, our county is currently being impacted by this delay as investment decisions to support the overall

exploration and projection of the region may tapper off should shale development come to end, particutarly in Monroe
County.

Cur region has a deep history of oil and gas development and as you know, there are already well over a thousand
oil and natural gas wells on the surface of the forest. The debate over leasing has already been undertzken and
settled, and we feel strongly that the agency should move forward with leasing with haste. Should the federal

government prohibit development, we have great concemn over the economic consequences that decision would yield
to our entire region in Appalachia.

It is our hope that the agency would please take into consideration this impertant fadi, as it deliberates this matter
over the next few months. We appreciate your expeditious review of this matter.

Sincerely,

Larry %ﬁﬁy

Larry Merry
Director, Belmont County Port Authority
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January 7, 2016

Kurt Wadzinski
Planning & Environmental Coordinator

Bureau of Land Management - Eastern States
626 East Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 200
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202

Mr. Wadzinski;

I am writing to express my support forthe people of Southeastern Ohio and theirindividual property as
well as mineral rights. Delaying the development of private mineral leases located under and adjacentto
the Wayne National Forest violates the rights of landowners who wish to lease or develop their

minerals, but are unable to do so pending the results of an Environmental Assessment from your office.

Leasing Wayne National Forest property gives private citizens the right toact on theirproperty and
mineral rights to lease ordevelop minerals that belongtothem. Inthe Wayne National Forest, 59% of
all mineral rights are privately owned, and landowners are outraged that they barred from taking action
to develop theirown property due to BLM delays. Laws, rules and regulations at all levels of
government have acknowledged the right to develop privately owned minerals foroveracentury,
Federal land canbe leased and developed provided that the applicable steps have been taken by

relevant agencies, and it is clearthat those actions have already been taken by both the National Farest
Service and the Bureau of Land Management.

| respectfully ask that your office move the Environmental Assessment and applicable leasing along
quickly to allow landowners to proceed with leasing and developing on their property.

Sincerely,
Brian D. Hill
State Representative

www.ohiohouse.gov
13th Floor, 77 S. High Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-6111
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CHAMBER OF GOMMERCE & TOURISM BURAEAY
508 Main Street Decemnber 30, 2015

0. Box 41 Caldwell, Oh 43724

Kurt Wadzinski

Planning & Environmental Coordinator
BLM-Iastern States

Northeastern States District Office

626 East Wiscensin Avenue, Suite 200
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202

RE: Wayne National Forest Environmental Assessment
Dear Mr. Wadzinski:

The Noble County Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Bureau is a private, non-profit erganization.
Our mission is to be organized for the purpose of advancing the cconomice, industrial, professional,
cultural and civie welfare of the Noble County Area. Encourage the growth of existing industries and
husinesses while giving proper assistance to any new firms or individuals secking to locate in the
Noble County Area; 1o support all those activities believed to be beneficial to the community and
arca; Lo oppose those which might be detrimental. And in general, to promote the welfare of all area
citizens, following always those policies intended to accomplish the greatest good for the greatest
number.

[n 1814, Noble County, Ohio was the birth place of finding oil, settlers Silas Thorla and Robert
McKee noticed that deer were licking a spot on the ground, and figured that it might lead to an
underground pool of salt brine, little did they know they would also find oil. In 1814 we didu't have
the over 6,000 uses for ail and natural gas like we do today.

Noble County has a small share of acreage in The Wayne National Forest, a total of 694, But within
that portion, as well as the entire 240,977 acres encompassing 12 counties in Southern Ohio, we feel it
is important 1o support the land owners and their right to lease and develop their minerals. Land
owners in and around Noble County have been experiencing the good fortune of being able to leave
and develop their minerals, that right should extend to every land owner including the affected by
having a close proximity to WNF.

On November 23, 2015, The Noble County Chamber of Commerce & Tourism Burean Board of
Directors voted to suppost the proposed public bidding for oil and gas leases in the viable castern
portions of the Wayne National Forest.

Sincerely,

Ji R. McCartuey, 1OM, CCEO-AP
i Executive Director

Office 740.732.7715 Fax 740.732.7646
www.noblecountychamber.com
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November 17, 2015

Kurt Wadzinski

Planning & Environmental Coordinator
BLM-Eastern States

Northeastern States District Office

626 East Wisconsin Avenue

Suite 200

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202

RE: Wayne National Forest Scoping Comments for Environmental Assessment

Dear Mr. Wadzinski;

On behalf of International Union of Operating Engineers, Local 18, and our members who work
in Ohio, we request that our comments regarding leasing in the Wayne National Forest be
submitted as public comment in favor of leasing and development of minerals.

The oit and natural gas industry has played an important role in the economic well-being of
Chio, and the state’s production is a strong contributor toward American energy security. It is
our understanding that Environmenta! Assessment “must consider the benefits and impacts
associated with energy development.”

To date, capital investment tied to shale in Ohio likely exceeds 530 billion. Over the past five
years, our members have realized an incredible boost through jobs both directly and indirectly
supported by the oil and natural gas industry. In addition, the oil and natural gas industry has
paid millions in tax revenues to state and local government. These revenues are used to fund
infrastructure, education, and other vital services for communities. Additionally, since 2008,
royalty payments from federal mineral development have generated more than $460,000 for
local governments within the Wayne National Forest. However, this number would swell,
should further oil and gas development be permitted to increase in the forest.




Our particular concern regarding the Wayne Nationa! Forest leasing is associated with potential
impacts to the proposed ethane cracker in Belmont County. As you know, the Appalachian
Partnership for Economic Growth has already weighed in regarding this issue and their concern
regarding the impacts to this proposed plant, and to be clear, this project means thousands of
construction jobs to our members. As the PTT Global Chemical ethane cracker is very close to
the most prolific wells in Ohio, located in Belmont, Noble, and Monroe Counties, we are
concerned that development of Monroe acreage could have adverse impacts on the final
decision to move forward with this plant.

We are asking that the Bureau of Land Manage approve leasing and expedite the process, as a
the U.S. Forest Service has already conducted a thorough NEPA review in 2012, and found that
drilling should be permitted in the forest.

Sincerely,
Michael Bertolone
IUOE Local 18 Special Representative

Mot Rt
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January 7,2016
Kurt Wadzinski
Planning & Environmental Coordinator
BLM-Eastern States
Northeastern States District Office
626 East Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 200
Milwaukee, Wiscansin 53202

Dear Mr. Wadzinski,

On behalf of the Ohio Chamber of Commerce and our nearly 8,000 business
members, | am writing in support of continued leasing and development of
public mineral rights for oil and gas development in and around Wayne
National Forest. As the state's leading business advacate and resource, the
Ohio Chamber aggressively champions free enterprise, economic
competitiveness, and growth for the benefit of all Ohioans.

The development of the Utica and Marcellus shale formations in Ohio has
created an environment of economic growth that directly benefits all
Ohioans. Sustainable economic recovery for Southeastern and Southern
Ohio would not be possible without the billions of dollars being invested
around shale development. It is the economic multiplier, when you combine
low cost energy savings for Ohio homeowners, farmers, manufacturers,
universities, energy producers, retailers and consumers of products or
services.

Ensuring the safe and efficient development of domestic shale gas also
promotes the free market solutions necessary to achieve lower energy
sector emissions in the future.

Opening the Wayne National Farest to shale development impacts roughly
18,800 acres of federal minerals. It also impacts all the surrounding private
landowners and neighbors of Wayne National Forest who have aright to
provide for their families and generations to come.

As the Bureau of Land Management considers the approval of leasing
acreage in Wayne National Forest for oil and gas development, please include
this letter of support in your decision making process.

Sincerely,

Charles Willoughby
Director, Energy & Environmental Policy
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Kurt Wadzinski

Planning & Environmental Coordinator
Bureau of Land Management - Eastern States
626 Milwaukee Avenue, Suite 200
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 43202

Mr. Wadzinski,

I am writing to express my support of individual property and mineral owners’ rights to
pursue leasing in the Wayne National Forest for oil and gas development.

Standards for mineral development of federally owned lands have been in place for almost
ten years. Yet, the vast majority of mineral rights ownership in the Wayne National Forest
is privately held. A review and overhaul of 0il and gas development standards applied to
privately held minerals in the Wayne National Forest is long overdue, and failure to act is
coming at the expense of mineral owners.

The restrictive nature of the current status quo is prohibitive to economic growth for the
state of Ohio and undermines mineral owners’ right to lease their oil and gas and develop
the minerals that they own. Private citizens should have the opportunity to develop their
minerals, and government agencies should not stand in the way of development.

Therefore, 1 ask that your office expeditiously complete its Environmental Assessment and
move forward with applicable leasing in the Wayne National Forest.

Best Regards,

Ul farots

Al Landis

Chairman, House Energy & Natural Resources Committee
State Representative

98th Ohio House District



November 17, 2015
Kurt Wadzinski

Planning & Environmental Coordinator
BLM-Eastern States

Northeastern States District Office
626 East Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 200
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202

RE: Wayne National Forest Scoping Comments for Environmental Assessment

Dear Mr. Wadzinski;

| am writing on behalf of my constituents and and in response to what has become a public outcry from
fandowners in my district regarding delays with development of private mineral leases located under and
adjacent to the Wayne National Forest. It is my understanding that your office will be deliberating about an
Environmental Assessment to move this process forward in the near future, and | ask that you accept my letter
as formal public comment on behalf of my constituents.

As you know, the U.S. Forest Service conducted a NEPA study and rendered a decision on leasing in the Wayne
National Forest in 2012. In fact, the Wayne National Forest Supervisor stated, “There is neither the need to
restrict availability of Federal oil and gas resources, nor the need to propose additional Forest Plan standards of
guidelines.” Every federal agency, including the Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Forest Service and even the
U.S. EPA have determined oil and gas development to be safe and have allowed it to take place in Ohio and

across the country. Therefore, the current Environmental Assessment seems onerous and unnecessary
overreach,

The main issue here isn’t merely mineral extraction; it's property rights. Unlike federal lands in the Western U.5.,
the Wayne National Forest is not one large, contiguous piece of property. Wayne National Forest property is
often next to, or surrounding property owned by individual Ohioans. Leasing of Wayne National Forest Property
simply gives private citizens the opportunity, if not the guarantee, to develop the minerals they own. This
property must be leased before it can even be subject to drilling activity. As you know, 59% of the Wayne
National Forest has privately owned mineral rights, The citizens that own these mineral rights have the right to
try to lease and develop these parcels. Landowners in Southeast and Southern Ohio have the right to lease and
develop their minerals. Laws, rules and regulations at all levels of government have acknowledged this right for
more than a century. The makeup and layout of the Wayne National Forest dictates that the leasing of certain
Forest acreage is necessary to allow Ohioans the right to develop their mineral rights. Federal laws and
regulations allow for leasing and development of federal property after applicable steps are taken. The Wayne
National Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management have already taken those actions.

Again, on behalf of the input my office has received from landowners and concerned citizens across my district, |
respectfully ask that your office move expeditiously with the applicable leasing so that my constituents may
proceed.

Sincerely,

Andy Thompson
State Representative, District 95



@Congress of tie United States
Maslington, DEC 20515

January 13, 2016

Neil Kornze

Director

Bureau of Land Management
1840 C Street, NW, Room 5665
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Director Kornze;

We are writing regarding the expression of interest (EOQI) nominations to lease land for oil and
gas development in the Wayne National Forest. Specifically, we would like to thank the Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) for holding public meetings in Marietta, Athens, and Ironton, and

to encourage the BLM to continue consideration of the EOls for potential lease sale in
September 2016.

The Wayne National Forest is located in twelve counties across Southeast Ohio. Oil, gas, and
coal have been produced responsibly in the forest for over a century, and the forest currently
contains over 1,200 active vertical wells. The exploration of Eastern Ohio’s Utica and Marcellus
Shale has placed Southeast Ohio at the forefront of domestic energy production. Harnessing the
resources in Wayne National Forest will help increase our nation’s energy security, create jobs,
and provide economic development to much-needed areas.

We greatly appreciate BLM’s decision to hold public meetings to receive feedback on the leasing
of parcels in the Wayne National Forest. It is our understanding that several EOIs are currently

on track to be considered for lease sale in September 2016. We would appreciate you notifying
our staff of any changes in this timeline.

Thank you for your consideration of our request.

Sincerely,
i
Rob Portman Bill Jolms:_.!‘;
U.S. Senator Member of Congress

cc: Thomas Tidwell, Chief, U.S. Forest Service

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



November 25, 2015

Kurt Wadzinski

Planning and Environmental Coordinator, BLM Eastern States
Northeastern States District Office

626 East Wisconsin Ave, Suite 200

Milwaukee, WI 53202

Dear Mr. Wadzinski,

Landowners for Energy Access and Safe Exploration (LEASE) and the hundreds of southeastern Ohio landowners,
mineral rights owners, and community members we represent respectfully submits public comment in support of moving
all 57 parcels under consideration in the Environmental Assessment (EA) to full auction sale. We call on the Bureau of
Land Management {BLM) and U.S. Forest Service (USFS) to restore the private property rights of landowners throughout
our region by approving shale development in the Wayne National Forest.

Born through discussions with local residents throughout Monroe, Noble and Washington Counties, LEASE is an informal,
grassroots organization of southeastern Ohioans with the singular goal of approving shale development in and under the
WNF to provide regional landowners with the opportunity to develop their privately held mineral rights. In short time,

LEASE has grown from a few frustrated, concerned cilizens to a regional movement, drawing support from throughout the
entire southeastern Ohio region.

This issue centers on the basic, inherent right of property and mineral owners to develop their privately held mineral
rights. For more than 150 years, Ohio has been responsibly developing our state’s abundant natural resources located on
private and public lands. But the private property rights for landowners adjacent to the WNF or mineral owners with rights
under the forest surface are currently being held hostage. And taxpayers, local governments, and school districts are at a
loss too, as they are blocked from realizing the tax revenue generated from natural resource development on public lands.

For many landowners, the value of privately held minerals isn't worth the paper it's written on - unless the BLM and USFS
agree to approve shale development in the WNF.

As the BLM plat maps at the recent hearings made clear, the WNF is a scattered patchwork of public land throughout
southeastern Ohio. Unlike other national forests or public lands in the Western United States, the WNF is not contiguous,
creating a complex web of ownership throughout the region. With modern hydraulic fracturing technology, energy
companies have the technology to drill more than two miles horizontally thousands of feet under the surface from a single
well pad. Given the scatiering of the WNF, however, energy companies cannot place enough acreage into a drilling unit,
greatly limiting and even halting shale development throughout many parts of southeastern Chio.

Moving the more than 31,000 acres under consideration to final auction sale will restore the opportunity for private mineral
owners to develop their land and provide an economic boost to our region’s struggling economy,

Earlier in November, a number of LEASE members went door-to-door in Monroe and Noble Counties to talk with
individual landowners with property near the WNF. After traveling through the region and being welcomed into people's

homes, it's clear that restoring the right of individuals to develop their mineral resources presents a life-changing
opportunity.

Approving shale development in the WNF would inject an economic boost into our regional economy, too. According to a
new report from the Ohio Division of Natural Resources, Ohio's mineral resources were valued at more than $2.1 billion in



2014. Plus, the energy industry and its broad supply chain support nearly 200,000 jobs in Ohio alone and, in 2014,
created 168,000 new jobs, according to state government data.

Throughout the country, oil and gas development on public lands has generated billions of dollars in revenue for U.S.
taxpayers. Between 2003 and 2013, oil and gas development on federal public lands generated $90.8 billion for the U.S.
government, according to government statistics. In fact, the BLM states that half of the revenue generated from oil and
gas development on federal land goes directly to the state where the development occurs.

That royalty revenue from shale development in the WNF would directly boost funding for our region’s schools, local
governments, and communities. In fact, at the public hearing in Marietta on Nov. 17, the treasurer of the Switzerland
School District in Monroe County told the Marietta Times — and some of your colleagues at the BLM — that shale
development in the WNF would generate much-needed royalty revenue for the district. "Approximalely 24,000 acres of
Wayne National Forest is located within our district," wrote Treasurer Lance Erlwein. "Because this land is tax exempt, the
school district receives around 75 cents per acre in tax revenue which equates fo around $18,000 per year. This places us

at a significant competitive disadvantage because this land cannot generate additional mineral taxation that our students
5o desperately need."

Of course, energy development on public lands in Ohio and in the WNF is nothing new as there are 233 producing leases
on federal land in Ohio and USFS officials clearly state that “mineral development is an important component of resource
management on the WNF."

As landowners and community members, we're not lawyers or experts on the law. But as we understand it, the BLM and

the USFS have the Congressionally-approved authority to approve oil and gas development on federally-owned lands. In
2011 and 2012, when this issue was initially reviewed, the USFS conducted a thorough analysis of the 2006 Forest Plan

and developed a Supplemental Information Repart (SJR) that addresses the potential impacts from shale development in
the WNF. Importantly, that review determined the protections contained in the 2006 Forest Plan are more than adequate

to address any potential impacts regarding the use of hydraulic fracturing in the WNF,

Given the fact that conditions have not changed since 2012, we respectfully ask the BLM to honor the USFS's 2012 SJR
and issue a Finding of No Significant Impact for the current Environmental Assessments under review. This will expedite
the process, enabling the agency to more quickly move the parcels to final auction sale.

Shale development in the WNF presents a tremendous economic and environmental opportunity for the people who live
throughout southeastern Ohio. Moving the more than 31,000 acres under consideration to final auction sale will

automatically restore the private property rights of landowners and unlock substantial, much-needed economic opportunity
for our region.

Thank you for this opportunity to present public comment and on behalf of hundreds of landowners and community
members throughout southeastern Chio, we ask the BLM to approve shale development in the Wayne National Forest.

Sincerely,

oty Clrte

Becky Clutter

On behalf of the members of Landowners for Energy Access and Safe Exploration
becky@leaseoh.org




Appdalachian Parinership
for Economic Growth

October 30, 2015

Kurt Wadzinski

Planning & Environmental Coordinator
BLM-Eastern States

Northeastern States District Office
626 East Wisconsin Avenue

Suite 200

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202

Attn:  Wayne National Forest Environmental Assessment

Dear Mr. Wadzinski:

The Appalachian Partnership for Economic Growth (APEG) is a private, non-profit organization
with a mission is to promote economic development across a 25-county region of southeastern
Ohio. Core functions of APEG are to support business expansion projects, attract new
businesses, boost company competitiveness through the Manufacturing Extension Partnership
and Upskill programs, and to be a catalyst for a wood-products manufacturing cluster.

Oil and natural gas have been produced in southeastern Ohio since 1860 and historically has
been an important part of our regional economy. Wells often provide mineral rights owners’ with
free gas for heating and royalty income, typically supporting rural farms and families. Hydraulic
fracturing of reservoir-rock (sandstone and limestone) formations has been used in Ohio to
stimulate wells since 1951, Before the recent development of the Utica shale, Chio had over
60,000 conventional oil and gas wells.

The advent of horizontal drilling has made source-rock formations, such as the Utica Shale,
exceptionally productive for unconventional oil & gas development — producing vastly greater
amounts of resources with minimal impact to the surface. Typically, one well pad can be used
to recover oil and gas from a square mile, 6,000 to 8,000 feet below ground. Having learned
from the experiences of neighboring states, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources worked

with the General Assembly to install comprehensive and responsible regulations on modern oil
and gas driiling activities in Ohio.

Congress has historically supported development of American mineral resources through the
Mineral Leasing Act and Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976. The U.S. Forest
Service reports the Wayne National Forest has 38,858 acres of federally-owned minerals
already leased and 493 active federal wells in the Wayne National Forest.



Mr. Wadzinski
October 30, 2015
Page 2

The Wayne National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan approved in 2006 specifies
all federally owned oil and gas rights within the WNF administratively available for il and gas

leasing with exclusions and restrictions to protect environmentally or historically sensitive areas
from surface impacts.

In only four years of production, the Utica shale has sparked tremendous investment and job
creation in eastern Ohio. Capital investments tied to shale likely exceed $30 billion. In 2014,
the Ohio Department of Job and Family services tracked over 8,000 new jobs in shale related
industries and an additional 8,000 new jobs in ancillary shale industries. The Regional
Economic Competitiveness Study by Cleveland State University estimates 10,505 Chio jobs will
have been created by upstream and midstream oil and gas activities by 2019. Most importantly,
natural gas and natural gas liquid production can lead to “downstream” value-added
manufacturing jobs and investment. The PTT Globlal Chemical ethane cracker proposed in
Belmont County, if built, will be a multi-billion-dollar investment that will create thousands of
construction jobs and hundreds of permanent jobs. Ethylene produced by crackers, such as
PTT Global Chemical and Shell Chemical's project in Monaca, Pennsylvania, is the feedstock
for approximately 60 percent of all plastics.

The abundant supply of hydrocarbons has allowed a rapid-transition to more electricity from
cleaner burning natural gas as coal-fired power planis are shut down. Long-term APEG sees
the potential for a renaissance in the upper and middle Ohio River Valley tied to natural gas and
natural gas liquids production, processing, and value-added manufacturing.

Based upon an objective consideration of the facts above, APEG supports the proposed public
bidding for oil and gas leases in the viable eastern portions of the Wayne National Forest.

Sincerely,

'L“&r MM

Jghn A. Molinaro
resident and CEQ
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January 6, 2016

Kurt Wadzinski

Planning & Environmental Coordinator
BLM-Eastern States

Northeastern States District Office
626 East Wisconsin Avenue

Suite 200

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202

Attn: Wayne National Forest Environmental Assessment

Dear Mr. Wadzinski:

We, the Guemsey County Board of Commissicners, are submitting this letter to you in support

of the proposed public bidding for oil and gas leases in the viable eastern portions of the Wayne
National Forest.

Qur county has had a taste of the economic benefit that has been a direct result of horizontal
drilling and we recognize the regional impact of the oil and gas industry. For that reason, we
feel certain that allowing the harvesting of these energy-producing resources will have a positive
impact that will reach far beyond the boundaries of the Wayne National Forest.

Both oil and natural gas have been produced in Southeastem and East-Central Ohio for
generations. Over that span, the oil and gas industry has benefitted not only government and

private businesses, but also the individual mineral rights owners who have reaped both royaity
income as well as free gas for heating.

This has been particularly beneficial to family farms, supplying financial support to sustain them
through lean harvest years and fluctuating market prices.

We, as a board, truly hope that you will take these important factors into consideration and allow
the extraction of oil and gas through horizontal driliing in the Wayne National Forest.

Sincerely
The Guemsey County Commissioners

Eots Ry od— Ve Qaib Bl @2«@;‘7‘”

Emest R. “Skip” Gardner, Jr. David L-Wilson Dave Saft
President Vice-President Member

“Guernsey County - A rick Renitage building a better tomorrow"
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Kentucky:
. Kurt Wadzinski
BAEATHITY Planning and Environmental Coordinator, BLM Eastern States
cor Northeastern States District Office
FLEMING 626 East Wisconsin Ave, Suite 200
. Miiwaukee, W 53202
GREENUP o
T Re: Federal Mineral Leasing in the Wayne National Forest
KNOTT
LAWRENCE Dear Mr. Wadzinski,
LEWIS
MAGOFFIN On behalf of the Tri State Building and Construction Trades Councit, 1 respectfully submit this
MARTIN public comment in support of leasing over 31,000 acres of public mineral rights underneath
MOAGAN Ohio's Wayne Nalional Foresl.
PERRY
FIKE Southeastern Ohio has been eagerly awaiting the development of shale in the southernmost
AOWAR region, parts of which are located in and around the Wayne National Forest. Leasing of federal
— minerals is vital to the development of shale in the southern portion of Appalachian Basin in
F Ohio. In addition, our members are hopeful of many projects thal are supporting the exploration
calun and projection of this region, such as pipeline work, the hope ol a new ethane cracker, and our
HIGHLAND angoing support of projects, such as the refinery just across the river in Catlettsburg, Kentucky.
HOCKING
JACKSON
LAWRENCE Amenca's energy renaissance has created an opportunity for the United Stales to become a
BINE global energy superpower. Our members have been a part of this renaissance by supporting
ROSS jobs that have directly and indirectly come from the exploration of production of oil and nalural
CI0T0 gas. The numerous compelling benefits for American workers and consumers, our economy
VINTON and our national securily are clear.
West Virginla:
CABELL Sincerely,
LOGAN
MINGO
WAENE Mark Johnson
Business Manager
"All that sarves labor serves the nation. Al that harms is treason . . . It a man lells you he loves Amarica. yel hales
T tabor, ha la a fiar . . Thera is n America without labor, and o f16ca one is 1o rob the other.” - Abraham Lincoln



Washington Electric Cooperative, Inc.
A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative ?@*

P.O. Box 800

Marietta, Chio 45750
Telephone: 740.373.2141
weci{@weci.org

November 16, 2015 Fax 414-297-4405

Kurt Wadzinski, Planning & Environmental Coordinator
BLM-Eastern States Northeastern States District Office
626 East Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 200

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202

RE: Wayne National Forest Scoping Comments for Environmental Assessment
Dear Mr. Wadzinski;

{ am writing on behalf of Washington Electric Cooperative, Inc. and my cooperative members in response
to what has become a major outcry from landowners in my cooperative’s service area regarding delays
with development of private mineral leases located under and adjacent to the Wayne National Forest. It
is my understanding that your office will be deliberating an Environmental Assessment to move this
process forward in the near future, and 1 ask that you accept my letter as public comment on behalf of my
member-owned rural electric cooperative.

The National Environmental Policy Act requires site specific environmental analysis for proposed projects
on the National Forest. While an EIS was conducted for the broad level planning that was part of the
Forest Plan, a site specific analysis is conducted when a new well is proposed on the National Forest for
the extractions of federal minerals. This environmental analysis will include public input and will analyze
the proposed action and its associated impacts. If concerns/issues identified through the site specific
environmental analysis can’t be mitigated, the proposed activity will not be approved.

The NEPA study conducted by the U.S. Forest Service rendered a decision on leasing in the Wayne
Nationa! Forest in 2012. In fact, the Wayne National Forest Supervisor stated, “There is neither the need
to restrict availability of Federal oil and gas resources, nor the need to propose additional Forest Plan
standards of guidelines.” Every federal agency, including the Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Forest
Service and even the U.S. EPA have determined oil and gas development to be safe and have allowed it to
take place in Ohio as well as across the country. Therefore, the current Environmental Assessment seems
an unnecessary overreach to me.

The main issue here is the property rights of our local citizens, taxpayers, and landowners. The Wayne
National Forest is not one large, contiguous piece of property. Wayne National Forest property in most
cases is next to or surrounding property owned by individuals and/or my member consumers. Leasing of
Wayne National Forest Property simply gives private citizens the opportunity, if not the guarantee, to

“Looking Out for Our Cooperative Members. "




develop the minerals they own. This property must be leased before it can even be subject to drilling
activity. | am told 59% of the Wayne National Forest has privately owned mineral rights. The citizens that
own these mineral rights have the right to try to lease and develop these parcels. Landowners in
Southeast and Southern Ohio have the right to lease and develop their minerals. Laws, rules and
regulations at all levels of government have acknowledged this right for more than a century. The
makeup and layout of the Wayne National Forest dictates that the leasing of certain Forest acreage is
necessary to allow Ohioans the right to develop their mineral rights. Federal laws and regulations allow
for leasing and development of federal property after applicable steps are taken. The Wayne National
Forest Service and Bureau of tand Management have already taken those actions.

On behalf of my cooperative and many of the more than 8,200 member-consumers from whom | have
received input, as well as the landowners and concerned citizens outside the National Forest, |
respectfully ask that your office move quickly with the applicable leasing so that development of our
mineral rights may proceed. Thus positive economic growth can occur in one of the most economically
depressed areas of Ohio.

Sinc_erely,

L

enneth#. Schillin
General Managey/CEO




November 17, 2015

Kurt Wadzinski

Planning & Environmental Cocrdinator
BLM-Eastern States

Northeastern States District Office

626 East Wisconsin Avenue

Suite 200

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202

RE: Wayne National Forest Scoping Comments for Environmental Assessment

Dear Mr. Wadzinski;

On behalf of the Southeastern Ohio Qil and Gas Association (SOOGA) we express our support for the
inclusion of all the nominated parcels in the Environmental Assessment (EA) to be made available for
auction sale. We submit this letter as formal public comment in support of leasing in the Wayne
National Forest. It is our understanding that an Environmental Assessment “must consider the benefits
and impacts associated with energy development” and so we urge the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) to refrain from deferring any parcels before they are afforded formal analysis under this
Environmental Assessment {(EA).

Our trade organization, SOOGA, represents nearly500 companies engaged in all aspects of
environmentally responsible exploration and production of oil and natural gas in Ohio. Our industry

plays an important role in the economic well-being of Ohio, and the state’s production is a strong
contributor toward American energy security.

To date, capital investment tied to shale in Ohic exceeds $30 billion. In 2014 the oil and gas industry
supported 16,000 new jobs, according to the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services. In addition,
the oil and natural gas industry has paid millions in tax revenues to state and local governments that
have been used to fund Infrastructure, education, and other vital services for communities. Additionally,
since 2008, royalty payments from federal mineral development have generated more than $460,000
for local governments within the Wayne National Forest. This number would swell, should further oil
and gas development be permitted in the forest.

In addition to filing public support for leasing in the Wayne National Forest, the purpose of this letter is
to provide BLM with information to help address potential protests, move forward with issuance of an
EA, and, ultimately, move these Expression of Interest (EQI)’s to auction sale.

Records with the BLM and WNF show that many of the protests in 2011 filed with the EIS lacked rigor
and validity. Many claims lack a firm basis in jurisprudence and fact, and disregard the state and federal
regulatory procedures that ensure any impacts from oil and natural gas development are managed and
minimized. We hope that providing some legat justification will help with dismissing the protests that we
anticipate and we also hope to shed light an the fact that the agency should strangly consider the voice
of the local landowners, taxpayers, and people whao live and work here over an outside, vacal minority.



As you know, the U.S. Forest Service advised the BLM, in a letter dated September 16, 2014 that on
August 27,2012 the WNF completed its Supplemental Information Review(SIR)of its Forest Plan and
verified the adequacy of the NationalEnvironmental Policy Act {NEPA). Specifically, the SIR conducted a
solid analysis of the question as to whether or not leasing, using high-volume hydraulic fracturing
{(HVHF) should be permitted in the WNF. The WNF concluded “there is neither the need to supplement
the EIS prepared for the Forest Plan revision, nor the need to correct or amend the Forest Plan.”
Therefore it is clear that an EIS has already been conducted, reviewed and filed and the tiered Leasing
Environmental Assessment under consideration should be more than sufficient.

No matter how therough BLM's analysis, there will be some group that will protest. Therefore, BLM
should not attempt to institute bullet-proof analysis, but rather concentrate on resolving protests using
the support of existing case law and reasonable standards of Nationai Environmental Policy Act (NEPA}
sufficiency. Our text below is designed to help with this process by providing legal language which can
be used to resolve protests.

Specific Impact to Local Economy

SOOGA represents independent operators, the majority of which are small businesses, with an average
of fifteen employees. Some of our members have been operating in the Wane National Forest for
decades. SOOGAhas an interest in the federal oil and gas leasing process and the orderly leasing and
exploration of oil and natural gas becauseour member companies would be adversely affected by a
decision of BLM to suspend, rescind, or delay issuance of any of parcels. We strongly discourage the
agency from further delay and ask that the Expression of Interests to lease and develop federal minerals
be expedited as scon as possible.

BLM Complied Fully with NEPA for the 2012 RONI; Supplementation of Existing NEPA for EIS and
Forest Plan is Not Necessary

The Federal Onshore Qil and Gas Leasing Reform Act of 1987 helped clarify the cooperative relationship
between the surface management agency and the BLM as it pertains to leasing. As you know, NEPA is a

procedural statute promulgated to ensure that an agency makes a fully informed and weli-considered
decision.

NEPA grants BLM the authority to allowing drilling under the Wayne {Vt. Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. v. NRDC, 435
U.S. 519, 551, 1978) stating that NEPA “prescribes the necessary process [and] does not mandate
particular results.” A court case example, can be found in Wyo. Farm Bureau Fed’n v. Babbitt, 199 F.3d
1224, 1240 (10th Cir. 2000). It is a well settled legal precedent that NEPA “does not require agencies to
elevate environmental concerns over other appropriate considerations,” Citizens’ Comm. to Save Our
Canyons v. United States Forest Serv., 297 F.3d 1012, 1022 (10th Cir. 2002).The BLM complied fully with
the NEPA for the 2012 RONI and, based con historical case precedent, EA should support a Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI), as the scope of the NEPA was already conducted in 2012, which included a
Reasonable Foreseeahle Development Scenario {RFDS).Therefore there is no need for another
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

In 2012, the WNF estimated that 180 acres of Forest could be disturbed by oil and gas activity, or .07
percent of the WNF's 241,000 surface acres would be impacted. To put this in perspective, the impact
would be equivalent to the size of the Don Drumm Stadium, which is home to Marietta footbali in the



entire city of Marietta. While the interest in developing mineral in the Wayne National Forest has
increased since 2012, we do not believe the surface impact will be greater than what was already

reviewed in the NEPA and RSFDS in 2012, as the vast majority of the operations will not occur on the
surface of the forest.

Supplementation of an agency’s NEPA analysis is only required when the agency makes substantial
changes in the proposed action or when there is significant new information of the environmental
impacts of the proposed action that were not previously considered by the agency. Legal examples to
support his statement are found in 40 C.F.R. §1502.9(c){1){i) and {(ii); also Marsh v. Oregon Natural Res.
Council, 490 U.S. 360 (1989). Supplementation is only appropriate when the new information presents a
“seriously different picture of the likely environmental harms stemming from the proposed action,” as
was concurred in Wisconsin v. Weinberger, 745 F.2d 412, 420 (7th Cir. 1984}, As stated above there has

not been any substantial changes that have not already been addressed in 2012 by the U.S. Forest
Service.

As the U.5. Supreme Court has explained, “[a]n agency need not supplement an EIS every time new
information comes to light after the EIS is finalized. To require otherwise would render agency decision-
making intractable, always awaiting updated information only to find the new information outdated by
the time a decision is made, as was concurred In the case ofMarsh 490 U.S. at 373; as well as Friends of
the River v. FERC, 720 F. 2d 93, 109 (D.C. Cir. 1983} (An agency is not required to “release and circulate a
formal supplemental EIS, or a formal document explaining why the agency believes a supplemental EIS is
unnecessary, every time some new information comes to light.”)

As we anticipate protest to this point, we would caution that it is likely protestors will not meet their
“burden to demonstrate by a preponderance of the evidence with objective proof that BLM failed to
adequately consider a substantial environmental question of material significance to the proposed
action, or otherwise failed to abide by section 102(2){c) of NEPA.” In order to prevailona
supplementation claim, we would like to remind the BLM that the potential protestors have the burden
of demonstrating that the new information presents significant environmental consequences that were
not previcusly considered by the agency and the agency’s decision not to consider this information was
arbitrary and capricious. This statement is supported as defined in the U.S. Supreme Court decision of
Marsh v. Ore. Natural Res. Council 490 U.S. 360 (1989},

BLM's Multi-Phase Oil and Gas Process

Gil and gas leasing on federal lands typically involves four steps: (1} BLM prepares or revises its Resource
Management Plan to determine the acres within a given planning area that are suitable for oil and gas
leasing (RMP phase); (2} BLM identifies the particular parcels to be offered at a competitive public
auction {leasing phase); {3) the oil and gas lessee submits an Applications for Permit to Drill {APD) to
BLM outlining the lessee’s drilling proposal {exploration phase); and {4) the lessee or operator may
request BLM's approval for a larger number of wells to bring a field into commercial production
{development phase}. Courts have acknowledged this phased decision making and environmental
review process. For example, in a decision involving a NEPA analysis of an oill and natural gas lease sale
in Alaska, the Ninth Circuit held that “[oil and gas] projects generally entall separate stages of leasing,
exploration and development.” This point is important, as the vast majority of interests will not include
any impact to the Wayne National Forest surface. For those operators who may seek to move forward
with an APD, both the Wayne National Forest and the BLM have very specific rules and regulations
regarding surface impact, as well as the state agencies. In short, the question of leasing is anly one



phase in a much larger review process that takes before any drilling on the surface of the forest may
occur.

Climate Change, Alr Quality, Water Quality, Earthquakes, & Environmental Justice

In 2011 the majority of the protest received by the WNF and the BLM were pursuant to climate change,
air quality, and water quality.

BLM's air quality analysis for the lease sale is sufficient under the three potentially applicable statutes
relevant to air issues: NEPA, FLPMA, and the Clean Air Act (CAA). NEPA is only a procedural statute and
does not impose substantive limits on an agency's action. As explained by the U.S. Supreme Court in
Robertson v. Methow Valley Citizens Council, “[ilt is now well settled that NEPA itself does not mandate
particular results, but simply prescribes the necessary process.” Another example can be found in the U.
Supreme Court case, United Gas Pipe Line Co. v. Mobile Gas Svc. Corp. 350 U.S. 332 (1956). in shert, so

long as the ElISfor each RMP adequately discloses the impact on air quality, which it did, NEPA’s purpose
and goals are satisfied.

It is important to place the scope of BLM’s jurisdiction over air quality issues into perspective. Air quality
analysis is a matter of special expertise where reviewing tribunals show the most deference to agencies
conducting the analysis. An example can be found in the U.S. Supreme Court case, Moarsh v. Oregon
Natural Resources Council, 430 U.S. 360, 377 {1989). Moreover, unlike many other resources cver which
BLM has special jurisdiction, BLM’s role over air quality regulation is extremely limited. Under the Clean
Alr Act (CAA), each State has the primary responsibility for assuring air quality within the state, as stated
in the air quality control regions, found in U.S Code, 42 U.S.C. § 7407. The State of Ohio and Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency{OEPA) have the authority and responsibility to achieve and maintain
National Ambient Air Quality Standards {NAAQS).OEPA has the authority not only to establish air quality
standards, but to limit emissions from sources to achieve those standards, such as through the
imposition of emission controls and required utilization of Best Available Control Technology (BACT).
According toTOMAC v. Norton, 433 F.3d 852, 863 (D.C. Cir. 2008), “The CAA, and not NEPA, is the
primary force guiding states and localities into NAAQS compliance.”

As to the issue of methane emissions, since 2011, EPA data has shown methane emissions from oil and
natural gas production in the Appalachian Basin, which includes Ohio's Utica Shale, have fallen in excess
of 55 percent. This impressive reduction was due in large part to modifications ta the Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency's {OEPA) general permitting process in 2014, which established Ohio’s
regulatory system for oil and gas air emissions as among the most stringent in the country. The
modifications — put intc place by the Divislon of Air Pollution Control - focus heavily on the upstream
side of shale development by reducing fugitive emissions from various points of production.Ohio is one
of three states to require quarterly monitoring using “Forward Looking Infra Red” {FLIR) cameras, or
similar analyzers meeting U.S. EPA recommendations to detect emissions. In Ohio, operators must test
and monitor for any fugitive emissions taking place onsite on a quarterly basis. These new maodifications
continue to keep Ohio at the forefront when regulating shale development across the United States.

And further, since the last EIS was conducted in 2012, the EPA released an extensive five year study with
regard to groundwater contamination and hydraulic fracturing. The report concluded“hydraulic
fracturing activities have not led to widespread, systemic impacts to drinking water resources.” EPA’s
Science Advisor and Deputy Assistant Administrator of EPA’s Office of Research and Development
verified the study “is the most complete compilation of scientific data to date, including over 950



sources of information, published papers, numerous technical reports, information from stakeholders
and peer-reviewed EPA scientific reports.”Furthermare, the EPA reportcorroborates a “landmark study”
by the U.S. Department of Energy in which the researchers injected tracers into hydraulic fracturing fluid
and found no groundwater cantamination after twelve months of monitoring. it is also in line with
reports by the U.S. Geological Survey, the Government Accountability Office, the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, and the Groundwater Protection Council, to name just a few.

Since the 2012 EIS was conducted, there has been much research and debate over induced
seismicity/earthquakes and hydraulic fracturing. Dr. Matthew Hornbach, a scientist at Southern
Methodist University, who recently released a study on earthquakes in North Texas, told Cangress,
“We're not talking at all about fracking. In fact, it’s been driving us crazy, frankly, that people keep using
it in the press.” Dr. Hornbach's testimony was speaking to the fact that despite researchers’ efforts to
clearly articulate what is and is not potentially causing these activities, there remains quite a bit of
misconception as it relates hydraulic fracturing and injection wells in relation to such events.

This misconception isexactly what researchers from the United States Geological Survey (USGS) and the
Geological Survey of Canada (GSC) have attempted to clear up in a USGS report which stated, “as the
USGS'’s study that suggest that the actual hydraulic fracturing process is only very rarely the direct cause
of felt earthquakes. While hydraulic fracturing works by making thousands of extremely small
‘microearthquakes,’ they are, with just a few exceptions, too small to be felt; none have been large
enough to cause structural damage.” As Ohio closed out 2014, 1,300 hydraulically fractured wells were
on the books — and since the state took action to strengthen permitting permit conditions for drilling

near faults or areas of past seismic activity, there have not been any noticeable earthquakes in eastern
Ohio.

Environmental Justice has been a recurring theme in leasing protest. We would like to remind the BLM
that the primary county of impact with regard to the acreage in question to lease and develop is Monroe
County, which lies in the heart of the Appalachian region in Ohio. Manroe County has been devastated
by a plant closure, which only a few short years ago [eft the county in dire straits and double-digit
unemployment. In fact, Monroe County has had the highest unemployment rate in the state for several
years. However, the development of oil and gas on private lands has spurred jobs and econamic activity
in the county, put local people back to work, and created a tax base for a community that was
struggling. Without opening up the WNF surface and subsurface rights, much of the private land and
minerals cannot be further developed. The county also will not be able to realize the Payment in Lieu of
Taxes (PILT) revenue that mineral development generates for local municipalities and schools.Simply
put, it would be an environmental injustice to this community not to allow this region to develop
minerals, pursuant to the Energy Policy Act of 2005.

Finally, it is important to note that whenprotests such as water quality and climate change were made in
2012, the protest did not prohibit the U.S. Forest Service from leasing or shale development in the WNF.
After these protests were considered the agency determined, via the RONI, File Code 1950 that, “ | have
read the IDT's report and have determined that the potential effects of developing 13 horizontal well
sites using HVHF technologies on the WNF do not present a seriously different picture relative to the
effects analysis disclosed in the programmatic EIS and associated planning documents...there is neither
the need to restrict availability of Federal oil and gas resources, nor the need to propose additional
Farest Plan standards or guidelines.” We respectfully ask that the BLM carefully review the 2012 RONI
by the SMA, while this process moves forward.



Forest Plan standards or guidelines.” We respectfully ask that the BLM carefully review the 2012 RONt
by the SMA, while this process moves forward.

Conclusion

Oil and natural gas production has played a historically significant role in Ohio’s culture and economic
livelihood and it has been one of the few bright spots in an otherwise moribund economy. Domestic
production, predominantly on state and private lands, has allowed the United States to recently claim
the mantle as the world’s top producer of oil and natural gas. Production from public lands has
historically been an important part of the equation, and to meet the nation’s energy needs and to
continue to reduce our reliance on foreign sources it must continue to be so into the future. We urge
BLM to allow the nominated parcels to move forward in the NEPA process in preparation for the June
2016 lease sale. We appreciate the opportunity to comment, Should you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact me.

Respectfully submitted,

TH s

Matt Lupardus
President Southeastern Ohio Oil and Gas Association



ACTOH Io ; Matthew A. Szollogi: Executive Director

January 6, 2016

Kurt Wadzinski

Planning & Environmental Coordinator
BLM-Eastern States

Northeastern States District Office

626 East Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 200
Milwaukec, Wisconsin 53202

RE: Waynec National Forcst Scoping Comments for Environmental Assessment

Dear Mr. Wadzinski;

Please be advised that the Affiliated Construction Trades Ohio Foundation, (“ACT
Ohio™) is a 501(c)(5) organization created by the Ohio State Building & Construction Trades
Council to facilitate economic and industrial development and promote industry best practices
for Ohio’s public and private construction. ACT Ohio has long taken a balanced approach to
environmental conservation and development. In writing this correspondence, I support the
position submitted by John Molinaro on behalf of the Appalachian Partnership for Economic
Growth.

To date, capital invesiment tied to shale in Ohio likcly exceeds $30 billion. Over the past
five years, our members have realized an incredible boost through jobs both directly and
indirectly supported by the oil and natural gas industry. In addition, the oil and natural gas
industry has paid millions in tax revenues to state and local government. These revenues are used
to fund infrastructure, education, and other vital services for communities. Additionally, since
2008, royalty payments from federal mineral development have generated more than $460,000
for local governments within the Wayne National Forest. However, this number would swell,
should further oil and gas development be permitted to increase in the forest.

Specifically, my interest regarding the Wayne National Forest leasing is associated with
potential impacts to the proposed ethane cracker in Belmont County. T have personally worked
very closely with the Kasich Administration and JobsOhio to help make this project a reality. At
an estimated $4 billion, this project will resuit in close to 5,000 of our members working over a
three year build out. As the proposed PTT Global Chemical ethane cracker is the foundation
project for billions of dollars of investment in this region, ACT Ohio strongly supports
associated energy developments that potentially help make the cracker a reality.

L5255 Email: info@aciohio.org *= Web: www.actohio.org = Phone: (514) 228-5446 ©E5Eu

Mailing Address: ACT Okio = 222 E.TownSt, = Columhbus, OH 43215

APFILIATED CONSTRUCTION TRADES i Email; mszollosi@actohio.org * Direct: (614) 795-3164




The oil and natural gas industry has played a critically important role in the economic
well-being of Ohio, and the state’s production is a strong contributor toward American energy
sccurity. It is our understanding that Environmental Assessment “must consider the benefits and
impacts associated with energy development.”

Based on these facts, ACT Ohio supports the proposal for oil and gas leases in the eastern
portions as requested.

Sincerely,

il LT,

Matthew A. Szollosi




November 17, 2015

Kurt Wadzinski

Planning and Environmental Coordinator, BLM Eastern States
Northeastern States District Office

626 East Wisconsin Ave, Suite 200

Milwaukee, WI 53202

Dear Mr. Wadzinski,

| respectfully submit this public comment in support of leasing over 31,000 acres of public
mineral rights underneath Ohic's Wayne National Forest to private oil and gas companies.

Opening the Wayne for responsible shale development will restore our private property rights
and provide a significant boost to our region’s economy.

| am a small business owner in or near the Wayne National Forest. | support opening up the
Wayne to shale development because the federal government should not stand in the way of
our region realizing the opportunities created from oil and natural gas development.

We have intimate dealings with the oil and gas industry and have found it to be extremely
focused on safety and positive, responsible care for communities and our envirenment.

In addition, prior to the shale discoveries, our region was headed to economic collapse and
significant damage to families and small businesses in the region. Our way of life and existence
was on the edge of destruction with steel and coal industries closing and or downsizing.

The shale has brought back an opportunity for folks living in our area to show our talents and

capabilities and remain proud and productive citizens and good examples of how you can
succeed with hard work.

Not having access to those 31,000 acres will materially impact our shale value and will put all
the positive developments at grave risk.

| fully support opening the Wayne National Forest to shale development and ask the BLM to
quickly approve the acreage under consideration for oil and gas development.

Sincerely,

Fiek Fris

Rick Frio, Chairman MPR

5310 Guernsey Street - Bellaire, OH 43906
PH: 740-359-3277 Fax: 740-695-8099



November 17, 2015

Kurt Wadzinski

Planning & Environmental Coordinator
BLM-Eastern States

Northeastern States District Office
626 East Wisconsin Avenue

Suite 200

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202

RE: Wayne National Forest Scoping Comments for Environmental Assessment
Dear Mr. Wadzinski;

On behalf of the Local 577 Plumbers and Pipefitters, representing lacal United Association members who work In
Ohio, and is affiliated with the Building and Construction Trades, and the AFL-CIO, we request that our comments
regarding leasing in the Wayne National Forest be submitted as public comment in favor of leasing and
development of minerals.

The oil and natural gas industry has played an important role in the economic well-being of Ohig, and the state’s
production is a strong contributor toward American energy security. It is our understanding that Environmental
Assessment “must consider the benefits and impacts associated with energy development.”

To date, capital Investment tied to shale in Ohio likely exceeds $30 billion. Over the past five years, our members
have realized an incredible boost through jobs both directly and indirectly supported by the oil and natural gas
industry. In addition, the oil and natural gas industry has paid millions in tax revenues to state and local
government. These revenues are used to fund infrastructure, education, and other vital services for communities.
Additionally, since 2008, royalty payments from federal mineral development have generated more than $460,000
for local governments within the Wayne National Forest. However, this number would swell, should further il and
gas development be permitted to increase in the forest.

Our particular concern regarding the Wayne National Forest leasing is associated with potential impacts to the
proposed ethane cracker in Belmont County. As you knaw, the Appalachian Partnership for Economic Growth has
already weighed in regarding this issue and their concern regarding the impacts to this proposed plant, and to be
clear, this project means thousands of construction jobs to our members. As the PTT Global Chemical ethane
cracker Is very close ta the most prolific wells in Ohio, located in Belmont, Noble, and Monroe Countias, we are
concerned that development of Monroe acreage could have adverse impacts on the final decision to move forward
with this plant.

We are asking that the Bureau of Land Management approve leasing and expedite the process, as a the U.S. Forest
Service has already conducted a thorough NEPA review in 2012, and found that drilling should be permitted in the
forest.

Sincerely,

Tebt & CEY.

Robert Cole
Business Manager
Local 577 Plumbers and Pipefitter



Marietta College

EDWY R. BROWN DEPARTMENT
OF PETROLEUM ENGINEERING AND GEOLOGY .

January 10, 2016
To Whom It May Concern:

As a registered professional petroleum engineer in Ohio, an emeritus professor at
Marietta College where I chaired the Petroleum Engineering Department and taught for
37 years, and a resident of Washington County, Ohio, I fully support drilling for oil and
natural gas in the Wayne National Forest using modem, horizontal drilling technology.

The technology used in horizontal drilling whereby multiple wells can be drilled from the
same pad or drill site minimizes the impact of drilling on the environment and maximizes
our ability to produce oil and gas from rock formations, in particular the Utica and
Marcellus shales, deep in the earth. A pad encompassing as little as 5 acres can be used
as a staging point for up to eight wells that, when drilled directionally, can access 640
acres or more of subsurface oil and gas-bearing rock.

Well design is the key to ensuring that subsurface groundwater and surface waters are
protected. Modern horizontal wells are equipped with as many as five strings of casing,
most of which are cemented back to the surface. This process typically provides seven to
nine layers of protection through the shallow layers of rock where groundwater in this
area is typically found. Competent well design also ensures that the fluids used in the
hydraulic fracturing process do not find their way into the groundwater.

To the best of my knowledge, over 1,000 such horizontal wells have been drilled in Ohio
over the last five years with no reported incidents of groundwater contamination.
Currently there are over 1,200 active vertical wells producing in the Wayne National
Forest; nearly 500 of these wells are on federally-owned property. I would venture to say

that none of these producing wells meet the design standards to which modern horizontal
wells are held.

Ohio oil and gas regulations constructed by the Department of Natural Resources were
designed to protect the environment while allowing landowners to benefit from
companies safely drilling and producing hydrocarbons from rock formations up to two
miles deep in the earth. 1 encourage the Bureau of Land Management to free up more
Federal acreage in the Wayne National Forest and allow energy companies to safely
employ the technologies that have brought our country closer to energy independence.

Sincerely,

Kot Cloae.

Dr. Robert W. Chase, P.E.

CHARTERED IN 1835

215 Fifth Strect = Marietta, Ohio 45750-4017 « Phone: 740,376.4775 «» Fax: 740.376.4777
www.marietta.edu
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November 25, 2015

Kurt Wadzinski

Planning and Environmental Coordinator, BLM Eastern States
Northeastern States District Office

626 East Wisconsin Ave, Suite 200

Milwaukea, WI 53202

Dear Mr. Wadzinski,

Please accept this public comment in support of leasing over 31,000 acres of public mineral rights
undemeath Ohio’s Wayne National Forest to privale oil and gas companias. Opening the Wayne for
responsible shale development will restore our private property rights and provide a significant boost to
our region's economy.,

I am the President and CEO of the Cambridge Area Chamber of Commerce in Guernsey County, Ohio. |
am aware of the positive impact of shale development on our small and large businesses. We have
experienced positive economic growth in the last 4 years from shale development and would like to see
every opportunity explored to continue that growth throughout ali of southeast Ohio. The federal
government should not stand in the way of our region realizing the opportunities created from oil and
natural gas developmen.

To date, capital investment tied to shale in Ohio likely exceeds $30 billion. In 2014 the oil and gas
industry supported 16,000 new jobs, according to the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services. n
addition, the oil and naturai gas industry has paid millions in tax revenues to state and local government,
These revenues are used to fund infrastructure, education, and other vita! services for communities,
Additionally, since 2008, royalty payments from federal mineral development have generated more than
$460,000 for local governments within the Wayne National Forest. However, this number would swell,
should further oil and gas development be permitted to increase in the forest.

The BLM should take into consideration the tradition of oil and gas development in Ohio. This is nothing
new, as there are more than 1,200 active wells on the surface of the Wayne. According to the Forest
Service, “mineral development is an important component of resource management on the WNF" We
ask that the BLM listen to local voices of the people who live and work here regarding this matter.

i fully support opening the Wayne National Forest to shale development and ask the BLM to quickly
approve the acreage under consideration for oil and gas development.

Sincerely,
L
Jo Sexton
President
Cambridge Area Chamber of Commerce

607 Wheeling Avenue
Cambridge, Ohio 43725
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October 1, 2015

Bureau of Land Management
Washington Office

1849 C Street NW, Rm. 5665
Washington DC 20240

COL /

Attention: Director Neil Kornze
RE:! The Wayne National Forest

Dear Director Kornze:

The Southeastern Ohio Port Authority (SEOPA) oversees economic
development for Washington County and was created on October 1st,
2002 by the Washington County Commission under authority of Sections
4582.21 et seq. of the Ohio Revised Code as a body corporate and politic,
having the powers and jurisdiction enumerated in sections 4582.21 1o
4582.59, with the exception of paragraph 4582.14, of the Revised Code

and having territorial limits coterminous with the territorial limits of the
County.

Our mission is to enhance the economic environment in the
Washington County, Ohio region through leadership and collaborative,
innovative partnerships that retain existing jobs, recruit new companies,
re-develop sites, and promote a growing, vibrant economy.

As Washington County’s development agency, it has been brought
to our attention that the Bureau of Land Management and U.S. Forest

Service is again reviewing the request to develop federal minerals located
under the Wayne National Forest,

It is our undersianding that private acreage surrounding the
Wayne National Forest has been leased for development of both
conventional and unconventional wells, however; those private leases are
unable to be fully realized due to Ohin’s unitization laws and the inability

te gain access to federally owned parcels of land and subsurface minerais
located under those parcels.

The Port Authority finds this matter concerning from a perspective
of “The Secure Rural Schools and Community Self Determination Act of
2000” (SRS), which is a source of funding received from the Wayne

National Forest that provides payments to fund important local services,
such as schools and roads.







